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Open Forum Partner Notes (alphabetical by organization) 

 
Big Arbor Vitae (Larry Stein) – working on monitoring curly leaf pondweed (CLP), and used Aquatic Plant 
Management to handpull CLP.  They work with UW-Oshkosh to provide CBCW monitoring as well as 
volunteer hours. 
 
Big St. Germain Lake District (Jim Harold) – stocked 45,000 fingerling walleyes in 2018.  No Eurasian 

water-milfoil or curly leaf pondweed found yet.  They have an agreement with the Lions to do CBCW 

work on weekends.  They used UW-Oshkosh for CBCW but will not in 2019. 

 
Birch Lake (Glen Wildenberg) – is working with the Winchester Town Lakes Committee and 
implementing their lake management plans points.  They would like to get more stakeholder 
participation. 
 

Black Oak Lake Preservation Foundation (Bill Foreman) – had 2,000+ hours of paid CBCW inspections.  

They hire 4-5 inspectors who cover 13 hours/day, 7 days/week from fishing opener to mid-Oct.  No new 

AIS to report (rusty crayfish presently verified). 

 
Boot Lake Association (Jeff Tellefson, Linda Erdmann) – had finished a shoreline assessment of their 
lake and wanted to put in native plantings.   Found that there is a shortage of native plant suppliers 
locally to suit their needs.  They are working to stock walleyes.  The Eurasian water-milfoil is declining 
and this is studied.  They speculate perhaps the decline is from weevils or that its growth is cyclic.   
 
Boulder Junction Lakes Alliance (Dick Jenks) – found that of the 45 lakes in the township only 7 have 
lake associations and of those 3 are qualified organization, and all landings are managed by DNR 
Northern Highlands American Legion State Forest.  The Boulder Junction Lakes Alliance functions 
independently of the town, but works closely with the town on budgets and grants.  The Town 
sponsored a grant for 900 hours of CBCW work.  They are open to having representation both from 
existing lake organizations and individual private property owners. 
 
Buckatabon Lakes Association (Carla Hubbard, Dan Benson) – working on controlling their Eurasian 
water-milfoil through diver assisted suction harvesting (DASH) and handpulling, and have not use 
herbicide at this point.  They are working on a lake planning grant and are on their 2nd Rapid Response 
grant.  They are also working with the Citizen Lake Monitoring Program and volunteer CBCW 
monitoring.  One of their reps just finished the UW-Extension Lake Leaders program. 
 
Center for Limnology (Susan Knight) – Susan Knight introduced herself as the Center for Limnology 

Interim Director and described some projects the Center is involved with. 

 

Crawling Stone Lakes Association (Mary Rodman) – previously described the zebra mussel exposure 

event and successful AIS citation.   

 



DNR (Jeremy Bates) – Jeremy Bates from DNR mentioned some statewide AIS efforts within the Great 

Lakes basins. 

 
DNR/UW-Extension Lakes (Sandy Wickman) – Sandy Wickman from DNR/UW-Extension Lakes 

described the Citizen Lake Monitoring program. 

 

Eagle River Chain of Lakes Association (Marc Groth) – working on AIS prevention through CBCW on 3 
landings.  They are finishing the final phase of their management plan.  They have also started a fisheries 
committee. 
 
Found Lake (Bob Schell) – plans to investigate I-LIDS cameras.  Eurasian water-milfoil found in 2018.  

Also working on fireworks conflicts from riparians. 

 

Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission (Steve Garske) – Steve Garske described his role at 

the Invasive Species Coordinator working in northern WI and the western UP.  Non-native Phragmites 

was treated in Lake Laura (manual in 2017, swiping with Rodeo in 2018). 

 
Hiawatha Lake Association (Hiawatha Lake) – is working with the Winchester Town Lakes Committee.  
They are monitoring their lake for AIS. 
 
Lac du Flambeau Tribal Natural Resources Dept. (Celeste Hockings) – Celeste Hockings described her 

work with aquatic plant surveys, walleye stocking, and lake management on the reservation and in the 

ceded territory. She reported that hot pressure washers are used to decontaminate boats for spear 

fishing in the ceded territory. 

 
Lakeland Time (Becky Gaskill) – encourages lake partners to contact Becky Gaskill with newsworthy lake 
stories. 
 
Manitowish Waters Lakes Association (Karen Dixon) – represents 13 lakes and is in a partnership called 
the Town Aquatic Invasive Species Partnership (TAISP).  There is a lake management plan in place for all 
13 lakes.  They are working on the curly leaf pondweed control.  They also have some Healthy Lakes 
Projects in place and are investigating the I-LIDS landing cameras.  They typically work with 3 interns 
from the Discovery Center.   
 
North Lakeland Discovery Center (John Huesinkveld, Emily Heald) – works with the towns of 

Manitowish Waters, Boulder Junction, and Winchester and is part of TAISP.  They provide administration 

of water & AIS related grants, provide education through workshops, print materials, and websites.  

They coordinate removal of curly leaf pondweed (CLP) and purple loosestrife, and have seen positive 

results where CLP was hand removed on Harris Lake as well as biocontrol cella beetles on heavily 

invested sites.  They are finishing up lake management plans for the Manitowish Chain and Winchester 

Lakes.  They do CBCW on Rest, Clean, Van Vliet, Big, and Presque Isle Lakes.   

 

North South Twin Lake District (Mike Wade, Joyce Wade) – Using website tools from Lakes Convention 
(UW-Extension Lakes).  Described the Eurasian water-milfoil outbreak on South Twin Lake and 
experience with being denied a chemical treatment permit in 2018.  DASH work was done in lieu of 
herbicide.  Two of their 3 landings were monitored with CBCW. 
 



Oneida County Land & Water Conservation Dept (Stephanie Boismenue) – Stephanie Boismenue 
described zebra mussel exposure event occurring between Vilas and Oneida counties (Tomahawk and 
Little Crawling Stone).  Encouraged citizens to report attached AIS anytime it is encountered on boats or 
trailers, including in parking lots or on the road. 
 
Presque Isle Lake Association (Sara Sisbach) – Sara introduced herself and is also working with the 

Presque Isle Town Lakes Committee. 

 

Presque Isle Town Lakes Committee (Nick Williams, Sara Sisbach) – now has lake management plans 

for 29 lakes and 2 rivers though Whitewater and have posted the plans of the Town’s website.  They also 

work with the Discovery Center.  They are struggling with the approval turn-around time for lake 

management approval from DNR – they want the process to be faster.   

 

Sishebogama-Gunlock Lake Association (Pat Hayes) – working on a 2019 lake study.  Stocked 30,000 
extended growth walleyes.  Working on purple loosestrife beetle rearing, Clean Boat Clean Water 
(CBCW) monitoring, and creating committees within their lake organization. 
 
Towanda Lake Association (Phil Blazkowski) – is now 2 years old and working on a lake management 
plan using Onterra.  Working with DNR on stocking walleye. 
 

Town of Boulder Junction (Dennis Reuss) – described how surface waters are an asset to the town.  

There are 45 lakes in the township, and the town is now budgeting for lake work. 

 
Town of Manitowish Waters (John Hansen) – the Town is working with the Discovery Center on lake 
conservation in their town.  The Town budgets $35,000 for lake work. 
 

Turtle Chain (Susan Esslinger) – works with the Winchester Town Lakes committee and has put in 232 
hours of Clean Boats Clean Water monitoring hours. 
 
Unified Lower Eagle River Chain of Lakes Commission (Carole Linn) – 2015 was the Eagle River Chain’s 
last herbicide treatment.  Handpulling of Eurasian water-milfoil (EWM) occurred in 2016; handpulling 
and diver assisted suction (DASH) in 2017; and DASH in 2018.  Final report expected in November 2018.  
Currently 36 acres of EWM chainwide are documented. 
 
Vilas County Lakes & Rivers Association (Steve Budnik) – Steve Budnik introduced himself.  He is also 
working with the Winchester Town Lakes Committee. 
 
Vilas County Land & Water Conservation Dept. (Quita Sheehan) - Quita Sheehan discussed her role in 

assisting landowners with shorelines and upland conservation practices. 

 
White Sand Lake in Lac du Flambeau (Kris LaMarche) – is investigating options for their swimmers itch 
concerns.  They want to do research and are looking for partners and opportunities. 
 
Winchester Town Lakes Committee (Rolf Ethun) – has been working on lake management planning for 
4 years and the last 2 lakes are being done this year.  They will have a town-wide lakes management 
plan.  They are working primarily with Onterra as a consultant and Discovery Center for administration.   


